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Tue Use or SERUM AGAINST SwINeE FEVER. 


The Departmental Committee upon swine fever 
has issued a second interim report, which is solely 
concerned with the possibilities of serum and vac- 
cination treatment. The report itself is short, but 
the inclusion of minutes of evidence and an appen- 
dix consisting of two official reports bring it up to 
nearly 40 pages. The whole is well worth reading, 
and the following is a brief summary of the main 

ints. 

The Committee have received information re- 
garding the use of serum against swine fever in 
Holland, Hungary, and the Onited States. Special 
official enquiries have been conducted in Hungary 
and Holland by Lieut.-Colonel Sir Edward Clarke, 
Bart., Superintending Inspector of the Board of 
Agriculture, and by Messrs. Wragg and Broome, 
two of the Board’s veterinary officers. The Com- 
mittee have also considered two reports of inde- 
pendent enquiries by Mr. J. M. Harris, Vice-chair- 
man of the Bacon Curers’ Association of Great 
Britain and lIreland, and Mr. J. Higginson, 
m.R.¢.vV.s. In addition, Sir Edward Clarke and 
Messrs. Wragg, Harris, and Higginson have given 
evidence before the Committee. 

The results are far from supporting the claims 
which have been advanced in some quarters for the 
serum treatment. The Committee conclude that 
“no satisfactory evidence was obtained to show 
that effective immunisation by artificial methods 
can safely be employed, except in conjunction with 
isolation and restriction on movement.” They 
proceed—‘ In Holland serum has been supplied 
free, on demand, to veterinary surgeons during the 
past two years, and some 6000 inoculations appear 
to have been recorded. The method followed is to 
inoculate the pigs on infected premises with serum 
alone, relying on fortuitous infection to complete 
the process of active immunisation. This treat- 
ment is regarded as being still in the experimental 
stage. It is claimed that the use of serum reduces 
the number of deaths in the case of outbreaks. 
Evidence was given that in certain districts swine 
fever is very prevalent, but precise information is 
not available, as the disease is not scheduled, and 
outbreaks are not officially reported.” 

“In Hungary serum inoculation has been em- 
ployed experimentally, in conjunction with isolation 


and restriction on movement, to a considerable 


extent. Experiments are now being commenced 
with simultaneous inoculation with serum and 
virus. In this country also it is claimed that the 
death rate on infected premises is reduced by the 
use of serum, but the statistics did not show any 
diminution of the prevalence of the disease.” 

“The official reports from the United States of 
America show that serum inoculation has been 





employed much more extensively and for a longer 
period than in either Holland or Hungary, without 
effecting any reduction in the prevalence of the 
disease. The annual losses from swine fever have 
greatly increased, and appear to be still increasing. 
It is a matter of doubt whether the growing preva- 
lence of swine fever may not be due to the spread of 
infection by inoculated pigs.” 

Finally, the Committee state their opinion that 
inoculation with serum alone affords too brief 
immunity to be of practical value; that every known 
method of vaccination, or simultaneous inoculation 
with serum and virus, exposes the inoculated 
animal to risk and renders it infective to others; 
that existing methods of inoculation do not promise 
assistance in the eradication of swine fever, though 
they might be serviceably employed in connection 
with a policy of control; and that further experi- 
ment is necessary with a view to finding a form of 
vaccination which will give active immunity to the 
inoculated animal without risk of further loss and 
dissemination of the disease. They conclude by 
suggesting that field experiments of serum and vac- 
cination treatment on selected infected farms should 
be instituted in this country without altering the 
present restrictions on movement. 

This report will not please the many pigowners 
who have been hoping that the advent of the serum 
here would sweep away the present harassing 
restrictions upon movement. But it seems clear 
that more has been claimed for the serum than its 
present apparent results justify. It cannot be 
called free from risk, and its efficacy has not yet 
been conclusively proved. The absence of schedul- 
ing and statistics in Holland almost nullifies the 
value of the experience there; and the American 
and Hungarian statistics are hardly encouraging, 
Nevertheless, further research may show that the 
serum has some value for this country or lead to 
some improved method ; and we should be glad to 
see the suggested field experiments commenced. 
Sir Edward Clarke proposed setting aside a whole 
county for a compulsory field trial of serum plus 
restrictions, and named Wiltshire as a suitable one. 
This would be better than taking a small area; but 
it would require special legislation, which might 
not be easy toobtain. In Holland and Hungary 
alike the use of the serum is optional; and this 
helps to obscure the results. 

Lastly, we should mention that Messrs. Wragg 
and Broome have been able to examine the various 
lesions of swine fever as it exists in Holland and 
Hungary, and find them identical with those seen 
in England. In view of the confusion which exists 
amongst the infectious diseases of pigs, this note 
by two such experienced observers is more than 
interesting. 
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RUPTURED UTERUS IN A SOW. 


On February 15th, at 2.30 p.m., 1 was called to 
see a pedigree sow farrowing. On arrival I was 
told that she had passed one dead pig with difficulty 
at 12.30. 

On examination I saw one hind leg protruding 
from the vulva, and upon inserting two fingers I 
found the other leg hitched to the roof of the 
vagina. This leg was quite easily released, and the 
pig, which was dead, delivered without trouble. 

I then left, telling the man to sit with her, but 
allow her to remain undisturbed, saying [ would 
call at 6.30 p.m. 

Arriving at the appointed time, I was told she 
delivered another pig at 4.30, without apparent 
trouble, this pig being alive and strong. 

I called again next morning, and the man told 
me she had been quiet all night, and had passed 
her cleansing, which I examined, noticing at the 
time that there was a large quantity, considering 
that only three pigs had been born. She had taken 
food and walked about, and except for a slight 
swelling of the vulva, which I ordered to be bathed, 
she appeared well. 

On February 17th, at 8.15 p.m., the man called 
to say the sow had taken food at 5 p.m., walked to 
her bench, and died almost immediately. 

On February 18th I made a post-mortem exam- 
ination. On opening the abdomen, a large quan- 
tity of blood-tinged fluid escaped, and lying in con- 
tact with the intestines were three pigs without 
foetal membranes. Removing three, I noticed the 
intestines were very inflamed, but after carrying my 
incision further towards the sternum, I saw a 
fourth pig lying in contact with the right lobe of the 
liver and in a perpendicular position. 

The uterus had a large hole on the under surface, 
and contained a very small portion of foetal mem- 
brane. 

I consider this a peculiar case; firstly because 
nearly all the foetal membranes were passed on the 
night of the 15th, so that the four pigs must have 
been in the abdominal cavity at the time. Second- 
ly, the sow had fed and walked about without 
showing distress on the 17th; and thirdly, on 
account of the position of the fourth pig. 

V. Pripe-JoneEs. 

Bristol. 








AGE oF CaTTLE AFFECTED WITH TUBERCULOSIS 
AND SLAUGHTERED UNDER THE ORDER. 


Out of 62 reported cases I have slaughtered 49 
cattle up to date, the ages being as follows :— 


Yearlings 3 Six years’ old 14 
Two years old — Seven ,,_,, 4 
—_——e s » 8 Hight ,, 6 
ee Nine __e,, 4 
ere 2 
Apparently the liability to the disease gradually 


increases towards middle age, and then slowly 
wanes. 





I have made post-mortems of two cows aged 15 
years, which I passed out of the order, and found 
them free. 

Wa. T. D. Broap, M.R.c.v.s. 

Marlborough. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


THE PATHOGENY AND TREATMENT OF LAMINITIS. 


Régnier publishes (Revue Générale de Méd. Vét.) 
this question. At the present time the etiology 
and pathogeny of laminitis are still greatly dis- 
puted. In most cases the cause of the disease 
seems to be over-exertion, coupled with the excess 
of nutrition, but cases are also observed which 
must be reckoned as consequences either of parturi- 
tion or of the method of feeding alone, or of an 
infectious disease. 

Most authors favour the opinion that the disease 
consists essentially of a congestion and inflamma- 
tion of the cutis vera of the foot. Saumur’s school 
regard it as an osteitis of the third phalanx, and a 
third hypothesis classes it in the group of localised 
infections or toxi-infections. 

The author reports two cases of laminitis in 
which the horses had not previously gone out of 
the stable, and had neither done work nor, at any 
previous time, shown an osteitic disease. 

The first case was a colt which had been castra- 
ted six days before, and had since been very lightly 
fed. Great swelling around the castration wound, 
high fever, and an attack of laminitis upon all fow 
feet, appeared simultaneously. Under the influence 
of appropriate treatment—bleeding, mustard plas- 
ters, and an injection of arecolin—the symptoms 
subsided, and three weeks afterwards the animal 
was cured. 

The other case was a four-year-old stallion, 
which had been richly fed, and was suddenly 
attacked by subacute laminitis with very alarming 
general symptoms. The temperature was 105-6’ F., 
while the pulse was 92, and the respirations 72 per 
minute. After an intravenous injection of tallia- 
nine and the administration of an electuary of 
quinine and theobromine, the fever went down. 
The laminitis itself was treated with injections of 
arecolin, and the horse was placed upon a milk diet. 
The laminitis gradually subsided, and the animal 
recovered completely. 

The author ascribes the first case as a toxi-infec- 
tious influence proceeding from the castration 
wound. The other case, he thinks, had had its 
cause in a too rich nourishment, and had likewise 
taken a toxi-infectious course. He recommends 
that such a case should be dealt with, not by local 
treatment, but by an immediate general treatment 
with the object of eliminating the toxic materials 
from the organism. Injections of arecolin, and the 
administration of theobromine fulfil these require- 
ments.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 
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Mammary Borryomycosis IN THE MARE. 


Willy Plétner, a Berlin veterinarian, has pub- 
lished (Monatsheft fiir Prakt. Tierheilkunde) an 
article upon this condition, in which he enunciates 
the following views regarding treatment. 

Early extirpation of the mammary gland is the 
best treatment for botryomycosis of the udder. 
Iodides are not advisable as agents for curative 
treatment, as the tumour, which is fibrous and not 
well supplied with blood vessels, is but little influ- 
enced by their internal administration. Iodide of 
potassium, however, may be used in small and 
recent botryomycotic tumours, and is also servicea- 
ble before and after the operation of extirpating the 
mammary gland. Before the operation it disperses 
the phlegmonous swelling surrounding the botryo- 
mycotic tumour, and thus facilitates surgical inter- 
ference. Afterwards it encourages the absorption 
of post-operative cedemas and swellings. 

The operation is very simple. First a cutane- 
ous incision is made in such a manner as to isolate 
all the diseased portion of the skin. The tumour 
is then detached, and this is effected by working 
from the periphery towards the deep parts, and 
using blunt instruments as far as possible. During 
this dissection a cord as thick as a child’s arm is 
encountered about the inguinal region. This struc- 
ture is formed of dense tissue, and fixes the tumour 
to the inguinal region. It contains the external 
pudic artery and the efferent veins of the mammary 
gland, and should be divided with an emasculator 
or by torsion. (A Belgian critic recommends 
applying a hemostatic ligature, as the external 
pudic artery is very well developed, especially in 
breeding mares of heavy draught race). 

When the diseased mammary gland has been 
removed, the supra-mammary lymphatic glands 
corresponding to it are removed also. Finally, if 
the size of the operative wound permits its closure 
by suture, this is done. If not, the open wound is 
treated on ordinary antiseptic principles. 

In any case, the extirpation should not be 
limited to the diseased tissue alone. Half or the 
whole of the udder should be removed, together 
with the corresponding lymphatic glands, according 
to whether one-half or the whole udder is the seat 
of botryomycotic lesions.—(A nnales de Méd. Vét.) 


THe Misuse oF WATER IN VETERINARY 
SURGERY. 


Fontaine discusses (Revue Vét. Militaire) this 
question, and, on the ground of his surgical exper- 
ience and more than fifteen years’ practice, he con- 
demns the excessive use of water in surgery and in 
the treatment of wounds. 

Injurious microbes are present in water every- 
where, however pure it appears to be. Washing 
wounds, even with sterile water, disperses and 
sows the dangerous microbes, and so delays 
healing. 

The author details his procedure in surgical 
operations. Instruments are sterilised by boiling, 
and placed g in a dish which has been sterilised 
by aflame. The operator and his assistants first 

their nails while dry, and then wash their 





hands and nails in hot water which has been 
boiled, dip them in a 2 per cent. sublimate solution, 
and allow them to become dry before the opera- 
tion. If the field of operation is small, it is steri- 
lised with tincture of iodine ; if it is extensive, or 
the skin of the region is fine, a solution of one part 
of metallic iodine to twenty parts of chloroform is 
used. Dry aseptic gauze is used for allaying 
hemorrhage, and for binding up the wound after 
operation. 

The author also condemns the use of water in the 
treatment of wounds which are already infected. 
In the case of superficial wounds, he avoids all 
washing, and finding painting with tincture of 
iodine and subsequent dusting with an absorbent 
powder completely satisfactory. In deep sinuous 
wounds, his procedure is different. be permits 
these to be washed out with the object of removing 
foreign bodies, and then proceeds to apply what he 
calls a “ half-dry dressing.” This consists of a pad 
of wadding, which has been lightly saturated with 
a 1 per cent. sublimate solution, and is kept closely 
applied tothe wound. It is changed daily or every 
two days, but no further washing out is practised. 
Any collected pus is simply wiped away with a pad 
of wadding soaked in sublimate solution, and the 
“half-dry dressing” is re-applied. In the later 
stages the wound is covered with a dry dressing in 
powder form, and healing is accomplished under a 
scab. 

In the case of a contused wound in the neighbour- 
hood of a joint, the author prefers to first paint 
with tincture of iodine, and then apply a blistering 
ointment. 

The same principles are followed in the case of 
deeply penetrating wounds of the foot. The 
author omits the so-called “ antiseptic foot baths,” 
and uses only a “ half-dry dressing ’’ composed of a 
pad of gauze or wadding which has been lightly 
saturated with sublimate solution and then 
squeezed out. The wound is not washed out when 
this dressing is changed, the pus being merely 
wiped away with the wadding.—(Berliner Tier. 
Woch.) W. R. C. 








NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
[NatrionaL V.M.A. ScorrisH Brancu.] 


GROUP AT THE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, 
ABERDEEN, JANUARY 21ST., 1914. 


Front (left to right): Messrs. A. Sievwright, Tarland 
G. Howie, Alford, (Secretary); W. Marshall, Aberdeen 
(President); D. Cumming, Culter, (Vice-president) ; 
Hugh Begg, F.r.c.v.s., Lanarkshire. 

Second Row: Messrs. W. Marsden, Banff; W. Ander- 
son, Keith ; J. McBryde, Strichen ; Wm. Brown, Aber- 
deen University; W. Lornie, Hatton; W. Skinner, 
Oldmeldrum ; J. Ironside, Cluny. 

Third Row: Messrs. R. Drennan, Aberdeen; D. R. 
Crabb, Aberdour; H.F. McVean, Craigellachie; D. 
Clerk, Stonehaven. 

Back: Messrs. Jas. Peddie, F.R.c.v.s., Dundee; D. 
Morrison, New Deer; W. H. Robson, Laurencekirk : 
A. Bell, Fraserburgh ; A. Kerr, Ellon; A. Johnstone, 
Fyvie W. McPherson, Huntly. 
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MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(NationaL V.M.A.—NorRTHERN BRANCH.) 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 

Birmingham, on Friday, Feb. 13th. Mr. J. Martin, 
Wellington, presided, and there were also present :— 
Messrs. J. Malcolm, E. O‘Neill, L. C. Tipper, J. Young, 
S. M. Woodward, Birmingham; R. C. Trigger, New- 
castle-under-Lyme ; W. E. Ison, Atherstone ; W. Yeo- 
mans, Smethwick ; D. Forwell, Towcester: T. Cham- 
bers, Dudley ; F. L. Gooch, Stamford ; G. Wartnaby, 
Burton-on-Trent ; F. H. Gibbings, Nottingham ; H. 3. 
Reynolds, Daventry; H. L. Pemberton, Bridgnorth ; 
W. 8S. Carless, Worcester: A. Over, Rugby; P. Ever- 
shed, Nottingham ; J. Whyte, Tenbury ; C. J. Clifford, 
Shifnal ; A. Renfrew, Broadway; T. Slipper, Sutton 
Coldfield; W. H. Brooke, Handsworth; H. Collett, 
West Bromwich ; R. Murray, Rugeley; W. G. Thom- 
son, Stafford ; A. B. Forsyth, Cannock ; J.J. Burchnall, 
Barrow-on-Soar ; L. W. Heelis, Solihull ; and the Hon. 
Sec., Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West Bromwich. 
The visitors present included: Prof. Brayley Rey- 
nold, Messrs. J. White, H. Connachie, W. H. Bagley, 
E. Bagley, Birmingham ; F. B. O. Taylor, Stratford-on- 
Avon; F. E. Heath, Moseley; G. H. Locke, . Man- 
chester. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
the following: Messrs. J. H. Carter, J. Abson, E. 
Ringer, T. H. Hobson, F. V. Steward, F. W. Barling, 
John Blakeway; J. Martin, jun., J. Bainbridge, R. 
Hughes, Tudor Hughes, J. Clarkson, E. Hall, W. H. 
Brown, J. R. Carless, W. Grasby, J. A. Gold, and 
others. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Nominations. Mr. F. O. Taytor, of Stratford-on- 
Avon, was nominated by Mr. Gooch for membership of 
the Association. 

Mr. R. P. Patmer, of Warwick, by Mr. H. S. Rey- 
nolds. 

Mr. F. E. Hearn, of Moseley, Birmingham, by the 
Hon. Sec. 

The names of these gentlemen will be submitted for 
election at the next meeting of the Association. 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT. 


The Hon. Treas. (Mr. Burchnall) presented the 
balance sheet. This showed that the subscriptions and 
entrance fees received during 1913 amounted to £55. 
There was an item of £3 14s. 6d., representing bank 
interest, and these two sums, with the balance of 
£184 6s. 8d. brought forward from the previous year, 
made up the total assets to £243 1s. 2d. The liabilities 
included the annual contribution of five guineas to the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and a contribu- 
tion of £15 to the International Veterinary Congress 
fund (this being the second instalment towards a pro- 
mised donation of £50). Details of other expenditure 
were also furnished, and the balance to be carried 
forward to the new year was £181 7s. 2d. Mr. Burchnall 
explained the slight reduction in the sum carried for- 
ward by stating that the balance sheet contained an 
item of four guineas, delegates’ expenses to the Royal 
Sanitary Institute Congress in 1912, which was not 
included in last year’s accounts. He believed that this 
year they had touched high water mark in the matter 
of income. 

The Hon. Sezc., in proposing that the accounts be 
aes. said they were the most satisfactory he had ever 

nown in the history of the Association, and were evi- 
dence of the keen interest which Mr. Burchnall took in 
his work. 

‘ Mr. Goocn seconded the motion which was carried. 





Tue Huntine Funp. 


The Hon. Sec. read a circular he had received from 
the Committee appointed to raise a memorial to the 
late Mr. Wm. Hunting. He said he was sure they 
would all want to subscribe individually, but as an 
Association they would want to identify themselves 
still further with the movement. He need hardly re- 
mind them that Mr. Hunting was one of their oldest 
members and a past-president. He understood that 
Mr. Trigger wished to give notice of motion. 

Mr. TRIGGER said it was his intention at the next 
meeting of the Association to move that a sum of not 
less than ten guineas be subscribed by the Association 
to the Hunting Memorial Fund. He requested the Hon. 
Sec. to accept this as a formal notice of motion and to 
include it in the agenda for the next meeting, 
according to rule. 

REeporT OF THE CoUNCIL. 


The Hon. Sec. presented the report of the meeting 
of the Council of the Association held immediately prior 
to this general meeting :— 

The Council have recommendations to make with 
regard to the appointment of officers for the ensuing 
year, and regret very much that Mr. Trigger, the senior 
Vice-President, cannot see his way to sueceed Mr. 
Martin, owing to numerous other calls upon his time, 
both professional and public. The Council have per- 
suaded Mr. Malcolm to accept office, and in view of the 
visit of the International Veterinary Congress to Lon- 
don this year, and the importance of having an influ- 
ential and experienced head of our Association at such 
a time, they confidently expect Mr. Malcolm’s unani- 
mous election. 

Mr. R. H. Over, of Rugby, is recommended as senior 
Vice-President, and Mr. H. S. Reynolds, of Daventry, 
is recommended as junior Vice-President in due course. 
Mr. Martin, the retiring President, becomes the third 
Vice-President ex officio. 

Other recommendations to office are as follows : Hon. 
Sec.: Mr. H. J. Dawes ; Hon. Treas.: Mr. J. J. Burch- 
nall; Auditors: Messrs. W. S. Carless and R. C. 
Trigger. 

Out of consideration for Mr. Malcolm, it is recom- 
mended that the next quarterly meeting be held at 
Birmingham. Mr. F. L. Gooch has invited the Associa- 
tion to hold their August meeting at Stamford, with the 
promise of a successful ladies’ day, and this will be con- 
sidered by the Council at their next meeting. 

Mr. Malcolm has undertaken to communicate with 
Prof. Mettam with a view to his reading a paper at 
the next meeting. 

It is reeommended that to succeed Messrs. Wartnaby 
and R. Over who retire from the Council this year, 
Messrs. W. H. Brooke and T. Slipper be elected. 

Onthe motion of Mr. Tipper, seconded by Mr. Gib- 
bings, the report of the Council was received. 

Resignations. The resignations from the Association 
of Mr. W. G. Burndred, Hanley, and Mr. Norman 
Thompson, formerly of Derby and now of London, 
were accepted with regret. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The Hon. Sec., in moving that Mr. John Malcolm be 
elected President of the Association during the coming 
year, said that in view of the important happenings in 
the veterinary world this summer they wanted someone 
to preside over them who would command both the 
confidence and esteem of all the members. He thought 
they would agree with him that Mr. Malcolm was that 
man above all others. He was held in high repute both 
inside and outside the profession, and the amount of 
work he had done for the Association, both as an ex- 
secretary and an ex-president, entitled him to their last- 
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ing gratitude. If, as was the case this year, the Associa- 
tion had it in its power to confer any special honour 
on one of its members, Mr. Malcolm was the one most 
deserving of it. 

Mr. TrIGGER said he had never seconded a resolution 
with greater pleasure than this. Mr. Malcolm would 
make them an ideal president at a time like this, for he 
was a man of high attainments and would most worth- 
ily represent the Association at the International Veteri- 
nary Congress. 

The resolution was carried by acclamation, and Mr. 
Malcolm, in accepting the office, said he regarded the 
honour as another manifestation of the goodwill which 
the Association had always borne him. He took the 
position with considerable reluctance, but he was satis- 
fied that he would have at his command the sympathy 
and support of every member during a busy year. 

Vice-Presidents. Mr. R. H. Over and Mr. H.S. Rey- 
noLps. Mr. MarTIN would be a Vice-president next 
year ex-officio. Mr. Gooch proposed and Mr. Carless 
seconded, and carried. 

Hon. Treasurer. Mr. J. J. BURCHNALL was unani- 
mously reelected on the motion of the Hon. Sec., 
seconded by Mr. Tipper. 

Auditors. Messrs. CARLESS and TRIGGER. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. MAucom said he would like to 
have the opportunity of proposing the re-election of 
Mr. Dawes. Mr. Dawes, he said, was hon. sec. during 
his first presidency of the Association twenty years ago, 
and he would be very sorry not to have the benefit of 
his services again. This was seconded by Mr. A. Over 
and unanimously carried. 

The Council were re-appointed with the substitution 
of Messrs. Brooke and Slipper for Messrs. Wartnaby 
and R. H. Over. 

Votes oF THANKS. 

Mr. Goocu proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring 
officers for their services during the past year, and said 
it was a matter for congratulation that during the past 
twelve months the Association had enjoyed a greater 
measure of prosperity than ever before. This was 
seconded by Mr. Chambers, and _ heartily agreed to. 

The PrestDENT briefly acknowledged the compliment, 
remarking that although the membership of the Asso- 
ciation continued to grow, there were still many eligible 
men outside their ranks who ought to join. 


DEMONSTRATION BY Pror. BRAYLEY REYNOLDs. 


Prof. E. Brayley Reynolds (London) gave two demon- 
strations of canine surgery, which were followed with 
much interest, the only regret being that there was no 
time afterwards for discussion. The first operation 
was upon a toy Pomeranian bitch which was suffering 
from double inguinal hernia. The second was ovaro- 
hysterectomy on a fox terrier. 


TUBERCULOSIS IN BowWEL oF A Car. 


Prof. ReyNotps brought with him to the meeting 
part of the abdominal viscera of a cat. It consisted of 
part of the ileum, the cecum, and part of the colon, 
along with the adjacent mesenteric lymphatic glands. 
These were greatly enlarged, and on microscopical exam- 
ination had been found to be very rich in tubercle 
bacilli. Prof. Reynolds remarked that he thought it 
was a condition that was more common than was gener- 
ally supposed, this case being about the tenth that he 
had seen during the past two months. The condition, 
when in the advanced stage as this case was, was easily 
ascertained by palpation through the abdominal wall. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


The annual dinner of the Association was held in the 
evening, Mr. Martin again presiding. The toast of 
The King” was first honoured. 





Mr. F. L. Goocn then gave “The Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.” He referred to the honour 
which the profession would enjoy this year of receivin 
a visit from the International Veterinary Congress, an 
said they looked to the Royal College to do what was 
necessary in the matter. Of course, those in authority 
could do nothing without the support of the general 
body of practitioners, and he ho a they would see to 
it that nothing was wanting on their part to enable the 
Royal College to entertain the delegates in a fitting 
manner. It was a feather in the cap of the profession 
to have the Congress in this country, and as they had 
no Government subsidy to fall back upon, as was the 
case in other countries, the duty of giving their veteri- 
nary colleagues from abroad a proper welcome fell upon 
veterinary surgeons themselves. He felt sure every- 
thing possible will be done to uphold the credit and 
dignity of the profession in that respect. He regretted 
that the general finances of the College were not all 
they should be, but when the new Bill was passed into 
law anxieties of that kind would be ended. 

Mr. T. CHAMBERS was called upon to acknowledge the 
toast, and he claimed to be voicing the opinion of all 
who had the veterinary profession at heart when he said 
they all hoped the Bill would soon become law. 

Prof. ReyYNoLps proposed “The Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association.” This, he said, was 
his first visit to the Midland Association, although he 
was a Midland man himself, and he was pleased to find 
from his own observation that it was the flourishing 
and successful Association it was always represented to 
be. He thought it was the duty of every veterinar 
surgeon to join a local association as soon as he left 
College, or at any rate as soon as he settled down in 
practice. If they had done so more generally in the 
past there would have been less need for the appoint- 
ment of outside inspectors, because the work could 
have been done through the local associations. The 
main object of these associations was to promote pro- 
fessional knowledge, and those men who were better 
endowed than others owed it as a duty to their less 
favoured colleagues to impart that knowledge whenever 
tney had the chance. It was equally a duty owing to 
the client for every veterinary surgeon to attend the 
meetings of his association, for there was scarcely a 
meeting at which there was not something to be learnt. 
That, at least, was his own experience. He congratu- 
lated the Midland Association upon being so well 
officered, and referred specially to the work of the Hon. 
Sec. They were happy, too, in their choice of Presi- 
dents, and to the iist of distinguished men who had 
already filled that office he was pleased to see the name 
of Mr. Martin added. 

The PRESIDENT, replying, agreed with the proposer of 
the toast as to the need for every veterinary surgeon to 
identify himself with his fellow practitioners in the way 
which membership of a local association afforded. He 
had found during the last twelve months that the office 
of president was not exactly a sinecure, but thanks to 
the energy and zeal of their Hon. Sec. the work was 
performed smoothly and pleasantly. Incidentally, he 
thanked Professor Reynolds for his attendance that day 
and for the demonstrations in canine surgery which he 
had given. He was sorry time would not permit of the 
meeting being resumed when the operations were con- 
cluded, but he was sure they had all enjoyed seeing 
Prof. Reynolds at work more than listening to speeches. 
For his own part he had certainly learnt more. 

The Hon. Sec. proposed the health of “The Visitors,” 
and said if there was one thing more than another upon 
which the Midland Association prided itself it was in 
the warmth of its welcome to non-members. 

Mr. Locke responded, and after acknowledging the 
great hospitality that had been shown to him, extended 
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an invitation to any member of the Midland Association 
to visit the Lancashire Association whenever it was in 
their power to do so. 

The Hon. Src. said there was one other toast which 
ought to be honoured, and that was the health of Prof. 
Reynolds, who had proved himself a most skilful oper- 
ator, and delighted them all that day with his work. 
He, personally, was very grateful to him for coming 
amongst them, and he would like to endorse what Prof. 
Reynolds had said about the desirability of every veterin- 
ary surgeon making a point of belonging to some associ- 
ation. It was only by united action that they could 
safeguard the interests of the profession, and the stronger 
an association was the better it must be for its members. 

Prof. Reynoups briefly replied, and the gathering 
afterwards dispersed. 

H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.v.s., Hon. Sec. 








LINCOLNSHIRE AND DISTRICT 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[NationaL V.M.A.—SouTHERN Brancu]. 


The annual meeting was held at the George Hotel, 
Grantham, on Feb. 18. Mr. C. W. Townsend, F.R.Cc.v.s., 
presided, and also present were Mr. T. Holmes, Burne, 
(Vice-President), Messrs. H. A. Allott, Upwell; D. 
Cooper, Saxilby; F. L. Gooch, Stamford; C. Hartley, 
Junr., Lincoln ; T. Hicks, Sleaford, Hon. Sec.; A. Johns, 
Kimbolton ; A. D. Lalor, Sleaford; W. W. Lang, Ulceby; 
G. Lockwood, Peterborough; W Marshall, Horncastle ; 
T. A. Rudkin, Grantham; H.C. Taylor, Caistor; Mr. 
Gresham, Newark, being a visitor. 

Messages apologising for absence were received from 
Messrs. C. Hartley, Senr., E. Wardrop, W. W. Grasby, 
H.H. Truman, T.B. Bindloss, L. L. Leach, H. Leach, 
G. B. Dickinson, and A. R. Routledge. 

The Minutes were duly signed. 


Deatu or Mr. W. Huntina. 


The PRESIDENT said that since their last meeting they 
had lost one of the most respected and honoured mem- 
bers of the profession ; he referred to Mr. Hunting. As 
an honorary member of the District he was an esteemed 
friend, as he was throughout the profession generally. 
He knew it would be the wish of the members to ex- 
press their deep sympathy with the relatives, and he 
moved that a resolution of condolence should be sent. 
He added that Mr. Hunting had always been ready to 
assist them by reading a paper or otherwise, and only 
last July he said he would come down whenever they 
asked him. It was a matter of great regret that they 
would not have him with them again. 

Mr. F. L. Goocn, in seconding, said that if Mr. Hunt- 
ing excelled in any quality it was in his desire to help on 
young practitioners. His name would be handed down 
to future generations if only for the work he did in the 
suppression of glanders. He loved his profession, and 
the members of it, and he was never so happy as when 
spending money on it. They could not do better than 
subscribe to the memorial that was being raised for him. 

The resolution was carried in silence, all standing. 


County Councit FEEs. 


The Hon. Sec. said he had written to the Clerk of the 
Holland County Council with regard to their fees under 
the Tuberculosis Order, and the County Council had 
agreed to their suggestions, except that they only allowed 
tes! oy mile travelling expenses one way. 

r. Lator: In the Kesteven Division they give 1/- 
per mile both ways. 

A Member: And in the Lindsey Division. 





aac ? 


Mr. Lator: I had a letter from Mr. Gane, of Boston 
(Clerk to the County Council) saying they were going to 
adjust it. 

The Hon. Sec. said the Hon. F. McLaren, the member 
for the Spalding Division, had been written to, and had 
promised his services in the matter. 

In the course of discussion, the President expressed 
the opinion that as medical practitioners they were en- 
titled to rebate under the petrol tax. 

Mr. Goocu also wierd y out that they could claim 
exemption, as in the medical profession, from juries, and 
several members said they had successfully done so. 


THE NATIONAL. 


The Hon. Sec. reported that he had paid £1 lls. to 
the National Veterinary Association, 1s. for every paid- 
up member. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Mr. Hicks presented the balance sheet, which showed 
the income to have been £29 12s., the balance at the 
bank at the end of the financial year £38 2s. 3d. 

The PrestpENT: I think we can congratulate Mr. 
Hicks that the balance at the Bank has increased from 
last year. 

The financial statement was adopted. 

The Hon. Sec. reported a number of outstanding 
subscriptions. Some members who had not paid never 
came to the meetings. 

Mr. Goocn pointed out that Rule 7 decreed that 
members who had not paid their subscriptions for four 
vears should be struck off the roll. He moved that 
registered letters be sent to members in arrear calling 
their attention to this rule, and stating that it would be 
put into effect if they had not paid at the next meeting. 

Mr. HotMEs seconded, and this was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. TowNSEND (the retiring President) remarked 
that the International Congress would be held in the 
ensuing year, and it was necessary that as Fresident 
they should have someone to represent them to the 
credit of the Society. He should like to propose as 
President the name of Mr. Gooch, who had served the 
Society well, and was secretary for seven years. 

Mr. Goocu asked to be excused, as he should be at 
the Congress, and had already filled the presidential 
chair. 

Mr. T. Hicks said he should like to propose the re- 
election of Mr. Townsend, for he had already taken 
we in the preliminary arrangements for the Con- 
erence. 

Mr. C. HARTLEY, jun., heartily seconded, and it was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. TowNsEND said he considered it a very great 
honour. It had always given him much pleasure to do 
anything for the Society. It had been a very pleasant 
year, and he thought they could say a fairly successful 
one, there having been good attendances at the meetings. 
He thanked them all for the support they had given him, 
and especially the Secretary, who had quite fulfilled his 
anticipation when proposing him last year. 

Vice-Presidents. Messrs. W. W. Grassy, T. Homes 
and H. H. TRuMAN were re-appointed, on the motion of 
Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. Lalor. 

Hon. Sec. The President proposed the re-election of 
Mr. Hicks. He had great pleasure in asking Mr. Hicks 
toact again. Mr. Gooch seconded, and it was agreed. 

Mr. Hicks, in returning thanks, said he could not 
undertake the duties but for his wife, and she said 
she was willing to take her part in the work. (Ap- 
plause). 

THe INTERNATIONAL ConGREsS FUND. 


Mr. Goocu said they had 41 members, and a 21 
had promised subscriptions. The amount promised was 
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was 76 guineas, and the amount paid 51 guineas, but 


he expected to get the 25 guineas outstanding. He 
thought that was fairly good for a small Society, especi- 
ally as it was stated at the last Council meeting that 
out of 4000 members only 700 had subscribed. The 
sum of £3,800 had been promised in all, but only 
£2,700 had been paid into the bank. The minimam 
cost of the Conference was placed at £4,000, but Mr. 
Garnett had told him that would not be sufficient. He 
should be pleased if members who bad not subscribed 
would write to him or Mr. Garnett to say what they 
were willing to give. As they had a balance of £38 at 
the bank, he proposed that, as a society, they should 
give a donation of 5 guineas to the Fund. 

Mr. Lockwoop seconded, remarking that it was 
essential that they should make the International Con- 
gress in England a success, and it would be a slight on 
the profession if they did not entertain the foreign 
delegates in the same way as they had entertained 
them. 

The PresIDENT supported the suggestion, and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Goocu said that would make 81 guineas, and he 
hoped to make it up to 100 guineas. The following is 
the list paid or promised to date :—Messrs. T. B. Bind- 
loss, 3 guineas: F. L. Gooch, 9 guineas ; W. W. Grasby, 
3 guineas; C. Hartley & Son, 10 guineas; T. Holmes, 
3 guineas ; T. Hicks, 2 guineas; A. Johns, 3 guineas ; 
R. W. Knowles, 3 guineas ; A. D. Lalor, 3 guineas; A. 
Lennox, 3 guineas; G. Lockwood, 3 guineas; J. Mac- 
kinder, 3 guineas; H.H. Nichols, 3 guineas; R. A. 
Routledge, 3 guineas ; T. A. Rudkin, 3 guineas ; F. H. 
Sugden, 3 guineas; H.C. Taylor, 1 guinea; C. W. 
Townsend, 3 guineas; H.H. Truman, 5 guineas; H. 
Westgate, 4 guineas; G. T. Willows, 3 guineas; the 
Lincolnhire V.M.A., 5 guineas. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. RouTLeDGE and Mr. RupkIn exhibited curious 
morbid specimens, and Mr.Gro. Lock woop, of Peter- 
borough, a cleverly devised cat box for security in 
operations. 


SOME SURGICAL OPERATIONS ON THE DOG. 
By Prof. E. BkayLey Reynotps, R.V C., London. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I had expected that 
all or the greater part of the time at our disposal would 
have been occupied in demonstrating various operations 
before you. Unfortunately, however, operations upon 
the dog that are likely to provide suitable and interest- 
ing demonstrations are rather limited in number, and 
due to a somewhat usual perversity of fate, we have not 
been able to obtain the necessary subjects. I propose, 
therefore, to endeavour to fill up the spare time in 
making a few general remarks and in giving a more or 
less detailed description of one operation that I had 
— to perform before you to-day. 

t is perhaps needless for me to remind you of the 
much more important place the treatment, both surgi- 
cal and medical, of dogs takes in the ordinary routine 
pect day town and also country practices, than it 
did only afew years back. It would be mere plagiarism 
on my part to repeat the only too often made remark 
that as the introduction of motor traction has caused a 
falling off in equine practice, it is incumbent on veteri- 
nary surgeons to turn to canine work in order to keep 
the ledger returns up to the normal. Important as this 
financial side of the question is—and only those who 
have taken up this class of work know how successful it 
is In supplying the deficiency—I think there is another 
aspect which is equally important, and this is that 
owners now expect very much more from veterinary 
Surgeons in connection with the treatment of dogs. 
cial returns may be affected from this point of 








view also. Fur sume people may argue, rightly or 
wrongly, that if one cannot treat dogs successfully one 
cannot treat horses successfully. It is quite possible 
that the stable may be entered—or left, through the 
kennel, or perhaps even through the lady’s boudoir. 
Further, it is this sort of work that creates more and 
more interest the more one does of it. In the majority 
of cases the value that is attached to the patient is a 
sentimental one, and not a commercial one, as is the 
case in most of the other animals. The work is usually 
of a more congenial] character ; it is cleaner and lighter, 
advice and orders are more faithfully carried out, and 
one is not bothered with such remarks as, Is it worth 
it? When can I get him to work? Do you think it 
necessary to see him again ? ete. The surgical side of 
the work, and that is the one that more closely concerns 
us to-day, is perhaps the more interesting. From the 
general environment of the animal, and the size of its 
body, one can nearly approach human surgery. Certain 
it is that some operations can be successfully performed 
and others attempted with fair chances of success, which 
on the larger animals would be quite impossible. 

have several times heard the remark that operations 
are all very well for those who have a proper operating 
table, instruments, and plenty of help, but that the 
majority of practitioners are not so fortunate, and so 
cannot attempt them with the same hope of success. 
While admitting that is the case in a few of the more 
serious operations, when surroundings and particular 
instruments are more or less necessary, I do not think 
that they are in any way essential for the great majority 
of operations. A table on which one can fix the animal 
is a necessity. An ordinary deal kitchen table answers 
quite well, and is notexpensive. The top should receive 
several coats of enamel to prevent absorption of fluids, 
etc., thus enabling it to be kept clean. A set of hobbles 
and sliding cords which can Se fixed to clamps on the 
edge of the table or to hooks screwed into the sides or 
legs will make it complete. The benefit derived from 
the possession of such a table, even for performing very 
minor operations on the dog and cat, when an anzsthe- 
tic is not necessary, far outweighs the small initial out- 
lay. Nomatter how much help one has, an animal 
cannot be held by hand with the same comfort to the 
operator as when fixed on a table. As I mentioned 
before, it is only for very special operations that special 
instruments are required. Very much can be done 
with the instruments that are in the possession of every 
veterinary surgeon. 

What does appear to be a serious handicap to many 
veterinary surgeons is obtaining help, either for the 
administration of the anesthetic, or perhaps actually to 
give a hand in performing the operation itself. We are 
not so fortunate as our medical brethren in this respect, 
one reason being that we are usually not quite such 
close neighbours, another that we are not so much 
inclined to ask one another’s assistance, and I might 
suggest perhaps that in many cases the doctors do it 
only by compulsion of the law. Those veterinarians 
who have partners or assistants are not thus handi- 
capped. To those who have not, I would suggest that 
they should train some member of their establishment 
in the administration of anesthetics. I do not propose 
to go into details on the question of antiseptic or aseptic 
surgery and the question of anesthetics. Details of 
them are already known to you, so it is unnecessary to 
cccupy time in discussing them now. 

As regards the adoption of antiseptic or aseptic 
methods in surgery, in some cases it is, of course, 
essential to adopt the former method. But in perform- 
ing operations which involve surgical interference on 
healthy tissue only (the word “healthy” used in con- 
nection with the condition of the cellular elements of 
the tissues), I think the aseptic method is preferable, 
and gives better results. Antiseptics of sufficient 








See ee ee ee eee ees Cs 





564 THE VETERINARY RECORD February 28, 1914 


strength to have a harmful effect upon organisms must 
have such an effect upon healthy tissue celis that heal- 
ing will be rather retarded than hastened. Again, one 
may be inclined to rely too much upon the services of 
the antiseptic, whereas in the adoption of aseptic 
methods one realises that success can be obtained only 
by scrupulous attention to detail. It is perhaps thought 
by some that these details are so many and exacting 
that they cannot be obtained amidst ordinary sur- 
roundings. I would remark in connection with this 
that it is not the multiplicity of the precautions one 
might take, but the thoroughness of the precautions one 
must take that is essential to success by this method. 
One must get fixed in one’s mind that everything used 
in connection with the operation must be sterilised, and 
when once sterilised must not be allowed to come in 
contact with anything unsterilised. After a short time 
of strictly adhering to these precautions one finds it 
easy to observe them. I think I cannot do better than 

uote the following passage from a paper read by Prof. 

oodruff before the National Veterinary Association 
meeting held in Manchester in 1912. 

Dealing with this subject, he says:—‘ There is 
little need to say how essential this requirement is. 
All the triumphs of modern surgery are due to the anti- 
septic method devised by Lister, and modified and 
developed by succeeding surgeons. At the present time 
in human surgery the antiseptic era has ane given 
way to the aseptic, with very great advantage. In 
veterinary surgery the aseptic method is less conven- 
ient and demands a more rigid routine than the anti- 
septic. Nowhere is the saying “Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness” so well illustrated as in the operating 
theatre. The ritual to be observed in securing asepsis 
is as exacting as the ritual in the high cathedral. There 
is need to emphasise this, for it may safely be said that 
no operator not constantly using and practising the 
aseptic ritual can hope to attain it. How often has one 
seen the most painstaking and elaborate preparations 
for an aseptic operation completely nullified by a certain 
disposal of an instrument—knife, forceps, or needle and 
silk—on a dirty table or on the unprepared skin, or 
some other equally septic place, when some emergency 
like the section of an artery arose in the course of the 
operation. In asepsis, as in every other ritual, only the 
trained priests can minister at the altar.” 

The introduction of the use of Tr. iodine has some- 
what simplified the preparation of the operation area. 

In connection with anesthetics, I would simply 
remind you of the use of morphia as an anesthetic in 
the dog. Many operations can be performed while 
the animal is under the effect of this drug alone, a point 
that is important to those who are single-handed. One 
may employ a local anesthetic in conjunction with it, 
or if necessary, chloroform, and in this latter case only a 
small quantity of the drug is necessary. The excite- 
ment stage, often so noticeable when this drug is used 
alone, is absent. Another benefit to be derived from 
the use of morphia is that owing to its prolonged action 
the animal remains under its influence for some hours. 
The quietude so obtained may have a markedly benefi- 
cial effect on an operation wound. 


INGUINAL HERNIA IN THE Bitcn. 


I propose to give you now some observations on the 
operation for inguinal hernia in the bitch ; test books 
are somewhat meagre in their details on this subject. 

Occurrence. The condition is met with in bitches of 
all ages, irrespective of whether the bitch is a maiden or 
not. It is sometimes noticed to occur a few days after 
mating. On the other hand, bitches suffering from bad 
inguinal hernia may become pregnant, and provided a 
gravid horn of uterus is not present in the hernia, may 
give birth to puppies quite normally. 








Causes. Accidents causing sudden pressure or ten- 
sion on the abdominal wall may be a cause. I might 
note that in hernia from this cause the hernial sac is 
often absent, actual rupture of the peritoneum having 
taken place, allowing the escape of some of the abdom- 
inal organs down tke inguinal canal. Excessive cough- 
ing set up by, say, chronic bronchitis, may also bring 
about the condition. It is probable that an anatomical 
arrangement in this region in the bitch may be a pre- 
disposing factor. The round ligament of the uterus, 
which is the homologue of the gubernaculum testis of 
the male, arises from the extreme end of the uterine 
horn in the region of the fallopian tube, passes down 
through the inguinal canal and becomes lost towards 
the perineal region. A_ larger or smaller amount of 
adipose tissue accompanies it in its passage through 
the inguinal canal and tends to keep this more or less 
patent. 

Diagnosis. The hernia appears as a flaccid enlarge- 
ment in the inguinal region varying in size from a wal- 
nut to acocoanut. It may be recent in occurrence or 
may have been in existence for many months or even 
years without having caused any harmful effects. 
Generally there is but one side affected and that the left 
one. Probably there is some analogy between this pecu- 
liarity and the fact that the left testicle in the majority 
of males of most species is lower than the right one. 
Occasionally a hernia is present on both sides. 

It is necessary to distinguish hernia from other ab- 
normal enlargements in this region. Such enlargement 
may be a localised chronic mastitis, an inflamed lymph- 
atic gland, or a neoplasm in connection with some of the 
tissues in this region. It is also necessary to distinguish 
it from the so-called false inguinal hernia, a term used 
to describe a condition caused by an increase in the 
amount of fat normally present in connection with the 
round ligament of the uturus as it emerges from the 
inguinal canal. Careful palpation of the parts while the 
animal is laid on its back will enable one to make a 
definite diagnosis. Points that may assist in this con- 
nection are (1) the consistence of a hernia is as a rule 
more elastic and flaccid than that of other enlargements 
in this region. If the hernia is a strangulated one the 
swelling may be more tense and there will be pain on 
pressure, and other symptoms will be present. (2) It is 
possible on palpation to trace the hernia contents into 
the inguinal canal. Further, one may be able to make 
out the nature of the contents, which consist most com- 
monly of one or more horns of the uterus, sometimes 
intestine, bladder or some other abdominal organ. 
(3) The smaller hernias are usually reducible, and many 
of the larger also if one exerts patience and perseverance. 
This fact will help to differentiate true from false hernia. 
A false hernia is not reducible, whereas a true hernia of 
the size of the largest false one is reducible. 

Operation. Except in the case of a strangulated 
hernia, where immediate operation is necessary, the 
patient should have been prepared by receiving a dose 
of castor oil and the part shaved and washed the day 
before operating. A general anesthetic is necessary ; 
morphia followed by chloroform will answer pe ec a 
The seat of operation is painted with Tr. iodine, and, of 
course, all instruments, swabs and trays sterilised, and 
the operator’s hands thoroughly cleansed and disin- 
fected. The animal is fixed in a dorsal position on the 
operating table. 

If at all possible reduction should be first attempted 
If this is successful a very much smaller external in- 
cision will suffice. An incision about 1} inches long is 
made directly superior to the external inguinal ring, 
ng to the line of junction of the thigh with the 

ody. The skin, the dartoid tissue, and any fascia 
present should be incised down to the herniated peri- 
tonial sac, care being taken not to puncture the latter. 





February 28,1914 THE VETERINARY RECORD 





It will be found that the making of the incision will be 
facilitated if complete reduction has not been carrie‘ 
out, or if part cf the hernial contents be allowed to 
return into the sac after reduction has been found to be 
ible. The hernial sac thus laid bare can then be 
withdrawn through the incision, practically no dissec- 
tion, blunt or otherwise, being necessary. There is 
consequently no bruising of the tissues, and, since no 
vessels pass from the sac to the surrounding tissues, 
there is no hemorrhage. These two facts have consider- 
able bearing on the subsequent healing of the wound. 

If the hernia is not reducible a somewhat larger in- 
cision is made in a similar manner. The incision need 
be only very little longer, since the hernia contents not 
being in the form of a solid mass will pass | through a 
comparatively small opening. It is beneficial to keep 
this external incision as small as possible. The sac and 
its contents having been withdrawn reduction is again 
attempted and, provided there is present neither any 
adhesion of the contents nora gravid horn of the uterus, 
reduction is almost sure to be possible, without having 
to resort to the enlarging of the inguinal ring. The end 
of the sac is grasped with a pair of forceps—ordinary 
artery forceps answer well—then while the contents of 
the sac are subjected to digital manipulation towards 
the region of the inguinal canal, the forceps are gently 
turned, twisting up the sac and exerting a gentle 
enveloping pressure. After complete reduction the sac 
is ligatured close up to the inguinal ring, care being 
taken not to include a large vein which passes up the 
median side of the inguinal canal. The sac is then taken 
off below the ligature. I might here remark that when 
hernia is present the inguinal] canal is practically non- 
existent ; the internal and external inguinal rings being 
almost directly superimposed to one another. For this 
reason, and especially when the rings have become much 
dilated due to the hernia, it is advisable to insert two 
or three sutures as a support. The sutures should pass 
from Pouparts ligament on the outer side to the com- 
bined aponeuroses of the external oblique, the internal 
oblique, and the transverse abdominal muscles on the 
inner side of the ring. Care must be taken not to injure 
any any vessels which are adjacent to these parts or 
serious hemorrhage may result, with which it is diffi- 
cult to deal. 

In cases where there are adhesions it may be necessary 
to open the sac before reduction can be effected. This 
is also necessary if a pregnant horn be present; the whole 
horn containing the fvetus can then be removed, or, if the 
uterus and foetus are healthy, and it is desired to retain 
the bitch for breeding purposes, the horn may be 
opened and the fetus removed. The wound in the 
uterine wall, if the latter method has been adopted, 
is carefully sutured with Lembert’s sutures and the 
organ returned into the abdominal cavity. The sac 
and inguinal ring are then dealt with in a manner 
similar to that described above. The cavity pre- 
viously filled by the hernia is then mopped out and 
any blood clot removed. The edges of the skin wound 
are brought together by closely placed interrupted fine 
silk, or silkworm gut sutures. 

There is one point in connection with this of which 
strict observance is necessary, as I consider it has a 

t influence upon the early healing of the wound. 
wing to the position in which the dog is usually fixed, 
the skin is dragged up from the abdominal wall, from 
which it has been separated over a large area by the 
hernia, and air is easily included in this space when 
suturing the external wound. Any air so included will, 
before its dispersion, keep the opposing surfaces apart, 
prevent early adhesion and encourage oozing into the 
8 from small severed bloodvessels or lymphatics. 
ubsequent swelling is much greater. Care should be 
taken toexclude any air. To do this the last two 
sutures should be inserted, but not tied, the hind leg on 





the affected side should then be released, flexed, and the 
thigh pressed lightly to the abdominal wall. The air 
can then be easily expelled by slight manipulation of 
the surrounding parts, and the remaining sutures tied. 
The wound should be painted with Tr. iodine, and a 
pad of gauze and cotton wool applied and held in position 
by means of a many-tailed bandage. 

Mr. Goocn proposeda hearty vote of thanks to Prof. 
Reynolds for his paper and the operation he had _ per- 
formed, and said they were greatly indebted to the 
gentlemen from the College who came down from time 
to time. 

The PRESIDENT, in seconling, said it was very good 
of Prof. Reynolds to come down, and the subject he 
had chosen was one that he was sure they would all 
turn their attention to. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

New Member. Mr. GresHam, of Newark, was nomi- 
nated as a member of the Association, by Mr. Rudkiu, 
seconded by Mr. Lalor. 

The business proceedings concluded, an adjournment 
was made for high tea. 

T. Hicks, Hon. Sec. 


ReEPoRT OF THE DIRECTOR OF ABATTOIR AND LIVE 
Stock MARKET, JOHANNESBURG, FOR THE PERIOD 
Ist JULY, 1912, To 30TH JuNE, 1913. [ABsTRACT]. 


Shortly after the opening of the stockyards and 
abattoir at Johannesburg in 1910 we printed a descrip- 
tion of them, with several illustrations, {Nov. 5th, 1910] 
to-day we are able to record the progress and the unde- 
niable success of the scheme initiated and carried 
through under the direction of a veterinary surgeon— 
Lt.-Col. James Irvine Smith, M.x.c.v.s., (Commanding 
Transvaal Veterinary Corps). His persistence has over- 
come all opposition (including that of Medical Officers 
of Health) and has created an establishment which has, 
perhaps, no superior in Europe. 

Twelve years ago the Johannesburg abattoir consisted 
of a few gallows in the open veldt, and under no con- 
trol or inspection. The meat was killed under the most 
revolting sanitary conditions. Colonel Smith knew his 
mind, and how to arrive at what was necessary in spite 
of obstruction. Very much of the success depended 
upon finding water—and he found it. The report shows 
that one of the boreholes shows signs of failing, and 
the estimated cost of the work to replace it. 

He was the first to show that unskilled white labour 
could be profitably employed, and in this matter has 
worked a revolution which can only be appreciated by 
those familiar with South African conditions. 

The ramifications of his work are numerous, quite a 
new order of affairs is springing up in consequence of 
his attacks on the railway authorities for their careless- 
ness in transporting animals. He has killed the expen- 
sive frozen meat trade, carried on by the Coast with 
Johannesburg, by producing all that was required in the 
ferm of fresh meat, and he now projects the exportation 
of meat. 

Col. Smith graduated from the Glasgow College in 
1898. It is gratifying that his remarkable personality 
has found acceptance in a new country instead of being 
left to lie unrecognised and neglected in this. 


Operations during the period under review reveal a 
sound financial position, a further increase in trade, 
producers and consumers brought into closer touch with 
each other, and the adoption of further safeguards with 
a view to securing a high standard of purity in the meat 


lies. 
e turnover in the live stock market was approxi- 
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mately £3,660,728, an increase of £517,611 on the pre- 
vious year. 

The number of animals passing through the live stock 
market was 1,051,951, an increase of 75,817. 

The number of animals slaughtered in the abattoir 
was 476,046, an increase of 22,310. 

The total amount of meat seized and condemned was 
430 tons, an increase of 1464 tons. 


FINANCIAL PosITIon. 

The gross earning was £38,218, an increase of £3,079 ; 
the working expenditure was £22,277, an increase on 
the previous year of £572. The result was a gross sur- 
ey of £15,941, as against £13,850 in 1911-12. The 
ive stock market exhibits a striking increase, the receipts 
amounting to £11,230, and exceeding 1911-12 by no less 
than £975. After making provision for interest on 
loan capital, depreciation and redemption, there remains 
a nett profit of £10,122. 

The abattoir, with a capital of £72,624, yields a nett 
profit of £6,441 ; and the live stock market, with a.capi- 
tal outlay of £22,292, yields a nett profit of £3,682. It 
is hardly necessary to emphasise the point that the 
abattoir being a compulsory institution where all 
animals must be slaughtered, cannot be regarded as a 
trading concern for the purpose of exacting large profits, 
otherwise it would assume the unpopular role ofa tax- 
ing machine, levying indirect taxation on meat. The 
charges are therefore regulated to yield a revenue which 
will cover working costs, interest, depreciation, and re- 
demption on loan funds, and a reasonable interest on 
capital invested. Certain safeguards, however, require 
to be maintained, as there are items of expenditure 
which must be regarded as uncertain factors, the,most 
important being the water question. In the event of 
our local supplies giving out entirely (No. 1 borehole 
already shows a falling off) it is estimated that our 
annual expenditure would be increased in this item 
alone by £9,000, and £6,000 of which would require to 
be found by the abattoir, and £3,000 by the live stock 
market. 

The abattoir charges equal ‘05d. per lb. of beef, “14d. 
per lb. of mutton, and ‘08d. per |b. of pork. 

During the year the Council agreed to substantial 
remissions, which took the form of extended hours for 
storage in the hanging hall, thereby relieving wholesale 
butchers of the necessity for renting rails. 

On the instruction of the Council the price of ferti- 
lizers produced at the by-product plant was regulated 
so as to cover working expenses and capital charges. 
The Council was guided in its decision on this point by 
the fact that the fertilizers are manufactured from 
seized, condemned, and waste material. 

By sale of By-Products £2,074 3 11 
» Stock on hand, June, 1913 697610 £2,771 109 
The cost of production of by-products was : 
To Tallow, 154,252lbs. (per lb. = 2°0193d.) £1,297 15 9 
» Meat and bone meal, 286,637 lbs. 

(per 2,000lb. ton = £797 1,072 03 
» Blood Meal, 73,303 lb. 

(per 2,000lb. ton = £6 15 10 248 19 4 

Profit 152 15 5 








£2,771 10 9 
These products were sold at the following rate :— 
Meat and bone meal: Blood meal: £7 10s. per ton of 
2,000 Ibs. ; Tallow (light) 2?d. per lb. ; (dark) 24d. Ib. 
A total of 957 tons of condemned and waste material 
was converted into 134,2521bs. tallow, and 286,637 lbs. 
fertilizer ; 67,225 gallons of blood was converted’ into 
73,303 Ibs. of blood fertilzer. 


rom above it will be seen that the live stock market 
is the only real trading branch in this Department, and 
as such yields a generous profit. 





CapiTaAL EXPENDITURE ABATTOIR AND LIVE Stock 





MARKET. 

Financial Capital Percentage on Capital 

year. expenditure. shown by nett Profit, 
1908-9 £14,597 19 1 ~~ " 

17,480 1 6 a 

1909-10 32,695 17 8 6°5 per cent. 
1910-11 69,646 2 5 8°66, 
1911-12 88,143 3 10 950 ,, 
1912-13 94,916 2 10 10°664 ,, 


Included in the ordinary expenditure are the rates of 
interest, depreciation, and redemption as laid down by 
the Council, and a ground rental of 6 per cent. on 
£30,000. 

By profits for 1912-13 £10,122 2 10 
To Capital and special expenditure, 
Abattoir and Live Stock Market 5,200 15 2 

Contribution towards relief of rates 4,921 7 8 
Taking the total population of Johannesburg, as_per 
last Government census, at 237,220, the following 
statistics show a daily meat consumption of *744 lbs., or 
approximately ?lbs. per head per day. This figure 
does not represent the actual consumption per head of 
Johannesburg population. A large quantity of meat 
slaughtered here is consumed outside the municipal area. 

The following table shows the number of carcases 
found to be infected with tuberculosis :— 


Slaughtered. Tuberculous. Per cent. 


” 


Cattle 72,122 94 ‘130 
Pigs. 31,318 313 ‘967 
Sheep 369,229 Nil an 


The above figures reveal that tuberculosis is gradually 
on the increase. 

As formerly Cysticercus infestation was the principal 
disease rendering carcases unfit for food. Of 72,122 
cattle slaughtered, 601 cases were found to be infested; 
a percentage of °83. 

Juring the year 31,318 pigs were slaughtered, and of 
these 3,596 had Cysticercus cellulosz infestation, a per- 
centage of 11°482. 

A considerable amount of microscopical work has 
been done.. It has been found that this important work 
is greatly hampered owing to inadequate and unsuit- 
able accommodation. A laboratory has been included 
in the draft plan for the new offices which will be 
—— for the Council’s consideration at an early 

ate. 

The question of the installation of cold storage at the 
abattoir still remains in abeyance. The establishment 
of cold storage works enables the farmer to develop the 
meat and mutton industry, and the development of the 
cattle and meat trade in Johannesburg will be retarded 
so long as facilities of cooling rooms are denied. 

The condition of the refrigeration trucks on the 
railway still remain unsatisfactory, and it is impossible 
to conduct the dead meat trade with satisfaction if 
those who control the chief transit routes remain un- 
moved as to the absolute necessity for.improvement of 
refrigerating trucks, and the maintenance of a controlled 
temperature during transit. 

Every year shows an increase in the number of live 
steck slaughtered, and a corresponding dwindling in 
the quantities of frozen and chilled meat imported. 

Ordinary trollies are used to convey meat through 
the streets. The time has arrived for a specially con- 
structed covered-in cart for the conveyance of meat 
only to the different parts of the town. Draft bye laws 
dealing with this question will be submitted for the 
Council’s consideration. 
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On the 20th of March, 1913, the Public Health Com- 
mittee resolved as follows :— 

“ When any Municipality having the power to enforce 
meat inspection charges, agrees to admit into its muni- 
cipal area free of charge butchers’ meat bearing the 
Johannesburg meat stamp, the Johannesburg Munici- 

lity will reciprocate by admitting free of charge all 

utchers’ meat into the Johannesburg Municipal area, 
bearing the stamp of the Municipality concerned, both 
Municipalities retaining the right to stamp and subject 
such meat to any further inspection they may think 


fit.” 
Live Stock MARKET. 


The number of cattle and sheep which entered the 
live stock market during the past year shows a large 
increase as compared with 1911-12, and this increase 
was almost entirely due to the opening up of closed or 

uarantined areas. During the year the prolonged 
yom seriously affected the condition of animals 
arriving. Although taking the condition throughout 
the year the numbers of prime cattle and sheep were 
greater than in previous years. 

During the past year the number of cattle arriving 
has increased by 16,769; sheep have increased by 
54,622, and pigs show an increase of 7,924 as compared 
with the previous year. 

Weighing of Live Stock. All pigs passing through 
the market were weighed, but there seems to exist little 
or - desire on the part of sellers and buyers to weigh 
cattle. 

Transportation of Stock. During the year ending 
1912, 38,000 trucks of live stock were received at the 
live stock market. 

Very little improvement has been effected in the ty 
of truck, and there still remains a great deal more to S 
done in improving the condition under which live stock 
is transported on the railway, and in expediting the 
servico. 

Live stock in many cases is badly treated, arriving 
often in a bruised and battered condition, and hardly a 
day passes without one or more animals being found 
dead in the trucks. Thousands of sheep arrived suffer- 
ing from catarrh, due to exposure in open trucks. 

Apart from the rough handling and shunting of trucks 
the animals were frequently allowed to stand during 
transit in the sun in open trucks for long hours. 

Long and serious delays in live stock trains were of 
frequent occurrence, and the necessity exists for imme- 
diate reforms in this direction. 

The erection of two additional railway sidings and 
off-loading platforms to accommodate the increased 
traffic has been put in hand. During the period under 
review twenty additional cattle pens, and nineteen addi- 
tional sheep pens were erected. One hundred and 
eleven sheep pens were roofed over. 

Bye-laws for controlling and regulating the public 
sale of animals by the Director of the live stock market 
were gazetted on the 15th November, 1912, and came 
into force on the 1st January, 1913. 

Simon, v. Director. Simon claimed the sum of 
£100 as and for damages caused through the defendant, 
in his capacity as director of live stock market and 
abattoirs, for having read over to Endruleenas, the 
peiatits landlord, the bye-laws relating to private 

ive stock sale yards, whereby the said Endruleenas, on 
hearing the penalty clause, was induced to request Simon 
to desist from further carrying on his business as 
auctioneer, and in consequence Simon alleged he had 
suffered serious loss and damage. The case was tried 
before Chief Magistrate Mr. Buckle, and without call- 
ing upon defendant for any evidence, and on the appli- 
cation of Messrs. Lance and Hoyle, gave absolution from 
the instance with costs against Simon. 





Visitors. During the year the following visited the 
abattoir: Minister for Mines and Education, Earl Grey, 
Sir John Graham, Viscount Cranbourne, the Kimberley 
Society of Engineers, Delegates of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Congress, Delegates and Representatives from 
various Government Departments and Municipalities. 





The system of accounting in use is well shown in an 
explanatory diagram. It has been the subject of man 
enquiries, and has been adopted by other Municipalli- 
ties. It contains a number of substantial features, 
provides full details with a minimum amount of work, 
and strong counter-checks to safeguard the Council’s 
interests. The report concludes with a summary of the 
conditions of the meat-producing countries of the 
world, and a very promising forecast for the future of 


South Africa. 


~ 








Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 


At Clacton on Monday, before Mr. T. Lilley (in the 
chair), Rev. F. Beadel, Mr. J. H. Sizer, Mr. H. N. 
Dunnett, Mr. J. L. Corser, and Mr. G. M. Thomson. 

Mr. Harry Victor Fenn, a graduate of Toronto 
University, and a well-known local resident, was sum- 
moned by one Alfred Pollard for “taking an addition 
and description, to wit, M.T.C.V.S., thus stating or im- 
plying that he wasa member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, at High Street, Clacton-on-Sea, on 
February 2nd, 1914.” There was a second summons 
reading : “ The like thus stating that he was specially 
qualified to practice veterinary surgery, at the same 
place and date.” 

Mr. G. R. Thatcher, London, prosecuting on behalf 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, said that 
on the outside of the defendant’s premises was a brass 
plate bearing the words “H. V. Fenn, M.T.C.V.S.” 
Under the Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881, the defen- 
dant had no right to put such letters after his name. 
In the present case the defendant was using the addition 
or description to imply that he was a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The facts were 
somewhat unusual. He understood that the defendant 
alleged that the letters meant that he was a member of 
the Toronto College of Veterinary Surgeons. As a 
matter of fact there was no such college; but there 
was a college situated at Toronto known as the “On- 
tario Veterinary College, Limited.” The College issued 
diplomas, but they were not recognised in England, the 
course of study being two years in Ontario while in 
England it was four years. There was areal distinction 
and not a technical distinction. The real point was 
that he was misleading the public. He noticed that 
in the Clacton Directory it was stated “H. V. Fenn, 
M.R.C.V.S.” He did not know whether it was a mis- 


rint. 

” Alfred Pollard, solicitor’s clerk, residing at 56 Station 
Road, Clacton, said he inspected the - defendant’s 
premises in High Street on February 2nd last. The 
defendant carried on business as a veterinary surgeon, 
apparently, as indicated by the plate outside inscribed 
“H.V. Fenn, M.T.C.V.S.” He produced a copy of 
the year book for Clacton and on page 87, was the 
entry “Shotley House, H. V. Fenn, M.R.C.V.S.,” also 
a bill which stated “Dr. to H. V. Fenn, M.T.C.V.S.” 
and a copy of the Veterinary Surgeons Register, but the 
defendant’s name was not included in it. 

Defendant said he never authorised anyone to put his 
name in the Directory. 

The Magistrates’ Clerk remarked that Mr. Thatcher 
had said it appeared, but it might have been a printer’s 
error. 

Defendant said that the letters he had had inscribed 
on his plate represented that he was a member of the 
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Toronto College of Veterinary Surgeons, Canada. He 
had his certificates to show and he would never have 
attempted to put the letters on the plate had it not 
been that four years ago he called on Mr. Bullock, Secre- 
tary to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, at 
10 Red Lion Square, London, and asked him if his 
Council had any objection to witness putting on his 
plate “ M.T.C.V.S.” Mr. Bullock replied, “Are you a 
graduate of that College?” and witness answered “ Yes, 
I am, 1893, three years course.” Mr. Bullock then 
said “TI do not think they can stop you putting them on 
so long as you don’t put “veterinary surgeon ” on that 
plate.” Witness came back to Clacton and gave an 
order for the plate to be affixed. He had never at any 
time represented himself as “Member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, London.” Last Friday 
week witness was plaintiff ina slander action at Chelms- 
ford when a few questions were asked regarding his 
degree, and Justice Bray said if witness was a graduate 
he did not see what harm witness could be doing in 
putting “ M.T.C.V.S.” 

The Magistrates’ Clerk said he was present on the 
occasion referred to, but he did not remember that re- 
mark being made; if it was then the learned Judge 
was wrong. 

Defendant, continuing, said the plate had been up 
four years ; why didn’t they take steps before ? 

Mr. Thatcher : That is not evidence. 

The Chairman: Are you going to call Mr. Bullock ? 

Defendant : Certainly not. 

The Magistrates’ Clerk: If this gentleman did tell 
you that, he told you something that was wrong. Would 
ers like to have an adjournment to call this gentleman, 

ut then I do not think this will be any answer to 
the case as everyone is supposed to know the law. 

Mr. Thatcher said he had seen Mr. Bullock, but that 
gentleman mentioned nothing about what Mr. Fenn 
had said. 

The Chairman: Do yon wish for an adjournment? 

Defendant : No, I do not wish for it. He had never 
used “veterinary surgeon” since he was prosecuted 
four years ago. 

The Magistrates retired for private consultation and 
on their return the Chairman said they found the 
defendant guilty of the offence and he would be fined 
£5 and 4s. costs. This was not the first occasion and 
he (the Chairman) would like to point out, that if the 
~ continued defendant would be liable toa penalty 
of £20. 

Defendant asked to be allowed to the end of the 
week in which to pay, which request was granted. 

On leaving the Court the defendant remarked in an 
undertone that he was very much obliged to the 
gentlemen who had moved in the case. He thought he 
_ knew who they were.—7he Illustrated Clacton 

ews. 


[We are informed that Mr. Bullock absolutely denies 
that any such conversation took place as alleged by the 
defendant. Further, that the statement made by Fenn 
was not on oath]. 


Women Solicitors—-A Coming Bill. 


A Bill has been drafted, and is to be introduced, if 
possible, in the — session, for removing the exist- 
ing disability of women to enter the legal profession. 
The Bill is the outcome of the recent decision of the 
Court of Appeal that women were not entitled to enter 
the legal profession, for the simple reason that there had 
never been a woman solicitor, a negative fact which, it 
was held, had become part of the common law of 
England. The Master of the Rolls expressed the view 
that it was for Parliament, and not for the judges, to 
remove the disability, 


Miss Babb and the three ladies who had joined with 
her in bringing forward the test case, Miss Costelloe, 
Miss Ingram, and Miss Nettlefold, devoted their energies 
to getting a Bill drafted, and a committee has been 
formed, among its members being Lord Wolmer, m.p., 
Lord Robert Cecil, m.p., Mr. J. W. Hills, m.p., Mr. 
George Radford, m.p., Mr. S. Garrett, and Dr. Jane 
Walker. The committee has senta letter toevery Mem- 
ber of Parliament urging the justice of the admission of 
women to the roll of solicitors, and enclosing a copy of 
the proposed Bill, which consists of two short clauses. 

The committee point out that the profession of solici- 
tor is one which women are clearly fitted to practice, 
and where they would be doing oe | for which there is 
already a need and a demand. It is further contended 
that the contemplated alteration of the law is required 
to meet the changes brought about by modern condi- 
tions. Women are now educated and expected to earn 
their own living. It is no longer right, therefore, to 
keep shut against them any profession which they are 
qualified to practise.— Daily Telegraph. 


Glanders in London. 


During the five weeks ended January 10th, there were 
106 cases of glanders in London reported by the County 
Council’s veterinary inspectors. All the animals were 
slaughtered, and compensation amounting to one-half of 
the value of the animal was paid to the owner in each 
of the 102 cases in which the disease was diagnosed by 
the mallein test. In the remaining 4 cases, which were 
diagnosed clinically, minimum compensation of £2 was 
paid. The number of animals slaughtered during this 
period is due to a serious outbreak in the stud of a firm 
of carmen and contractors. The first indication was 
obtained through a horse cast from the stud being 
found, three weeks after purchase, to be affected with 
the disease, and on the firms horses being tested through- 
out 89 animals in all, out of a stud of about 250, were 
slaughtered. This particular stud had never been pre- 
viously tested with mallein by the L.C.C. inspectors, 
and there was nothing in the general appearance of the 
horses to anticipate a disclosure of the disease. 


About Tuberculosis and the Order. 


At a meeting of Council of the British Dairy Farmers’ 
Association, Sir Sidney Pocock, J.P., the Association 
representative on the Tuberculosis (Animals) Com- 
mittee, reported what had been done by that body, and 
with regard to the statistics that were to hand on their 
investigations up to the end of September last, to the 
effect that out of 8,162 cows that were tested only 220 
samples of milk were found to be tuberculous. After 
the way the public had been cautioned by scientific men 
against drinking milk which might be affected, and 
generally frightening them, it was the duty of the Asso- 
ciation to disillusion their minds, as it was not so very 
terrible after all, taking into consideration the fact that 
it had not yet been proved that the milk from a cow 
with a tuberculous udder could transmit the disease to 
human beings. He considered the public had been 
frightened unnecessarily. The cost of administration 
and compensations paid amounted to £11,998, of which 
only £3,246 was for compensation when the animals 
had been slaughtered, which was a very inadequate 
amount to compensate the farmers according to the 
scale fixed by the Board of Agriculture, and the Order 
had proved a failure in many respects. It is proposed 
to discuss the matter further when the figures for the 
end of the year are available, 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1911, SUMMARY OF RETUKNs. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 24, 1914 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only 


Dublin, Feb. 23, 1914 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 





The R.A.S.E. Demonstration: Steamed Milk. 


At the monthly Council of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England, in the Veterinary Committee :— 

The Earl of NorTHBRooK reported his election as 
Chairman for the year. 

The Committee recommended that a donation of 25 


ineas be made by the Society to the funds of the| 


u 
omobed Committee of the Tenth International 
Veterinary Congress to be held in London this year. 


On the motion of Mr. Mansell, seconded by Mr. 
Stanyforth, it was resolved :— 

“That a letter be addressed to the Board of Agricul- 
ture expressing the opinion that as sheep scab has now 
been reduced to comparatively narrow limits, the time 
has arrived when regulations of a more drastic charac- 
ter should be introduced by the Board with a view 
to the complete eradication of this disease from the 
country.” 

TUBERCULOSIS EXPERIMENT. 

The Earl of NortHprook said that the report had 
been presented at the last meeting, but that any dis- 
cussion had been postponed until the present meeting. 
The report was extremely clear, and the appendix to it 
gave all the details of temperatures and the various 
examinations, with the results of those examinations. 

Mr. MIppLETON said that it was with regret that he 
rose to say a few words against the report, but he did 
not think that its circulation would do the Society any 
, a He had been from the first opposed to the 

emonstration, for the reason that it had already been 


proved that healthy cattle could be raised from tuber- 
culous parents if they were kept away from all sources 
of infection. He was not at all sure that the cure was 
not worse than the disease. 

Mr. ADEANE said that he was responsible for moving 
that the demonstration be carried out. He would 
like to state that he could ‘not agree with what 
had fallen from Mr. Middleton. Of course, it was a 
personal view, but he thought the experiment had 
been extremely valuable, and very satisfactory as a 
demonstration. They were not all so fully alive to the 
diseases of animals as Mr. Middleton supposed. He 
hoped that the report would be widely circulated, and 
that some steps would be taken to advise farmers 
| throughout the country, who undoubtedly had a great 
deal of disease throughout their herds, how best they 
could treat it. He would like the Veterinary Com- 
mittee to draw up some scheme of advice for farmers. 
He happened to know, having had to purchase cattle in 
the North of England, that there existed tuberculosis— 
or whatever caused reactions, whether tuberculosis or 
not—all over England. He thought the report valuable, 
and that they should doall they could to extinguish the 
disease 

Mr. BrRocKLEHURST said he would like to ask one 
question. He thought the members of Council would 
see that nearly all the calves were attacked with white 
scour, and that he would like to ask whether that was 
due to the fact that the milk was sterilised. There had 
been a good deal of correspondence in the papers lately 
suggesting that the sterilisation of milk, although it 
destroyed the bacillus, at the same time destroyed the 
nutritive value of the milk. 
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Sir Jonn M‘Fapyzan, referring to Mr. Brocklehurst’s 
question, said that, so far as he was aware, there was 
no experience and no experimentation to support the 
view that milk from the nutritive point of view was 
injured in any way by steaming or boiling. One had 
frequently seen statements to the contrary within com- 
*paratively recent times, but his strong impression was 
that the people who published those views had not 
taken the trouble to examine the evidence. He was 
perfectly certain that one could say, by what had 
actually happened, that not only calves but children 
could be reared on milk that had been steamed. 
Thousands of calves had been reared on steamed milk. 
He did not himself think there was any connection 
whatever between the use of the partially heated milk 
employed in the experiment and the occurrence of white 
scour. It wasa well-known fact that every year out- 
breaks of white scour occurred throughout the country, 
and broke out in animals under the most diverse con- 
ditions. White scour was practically always a bacterial 
disease and infectious, and they had been the victims of 
misfortune in theirexperiment. He denied strenuously, 
and he hoped the opinion would not be put about, that 
those calves died because the milk had been heated to 
about 200 deg. Fahrenheit. He was sure the Council 
hardly wished him to express any opinion as to the 
value farmers would place on the experiment, but he 
thought he might be allowed to say that Mr. Middleton 
was in error in supposing either that young cattle were 
less susceptible to tuberculosis than older cattle, or that 
there had been any occasion whatever to keep the 
animals alive any longer than they did in order to see 
whether tubercle bacilli had been inherited from their 
parents. It was an old view as to the latency of tuber- 
culosis, but he thought it had been entirely discarded 
by all people who had studied the question in recent 
years. It had been said in pre-bacteriological days that 
the germs were generally communicated by tuberculous 
parents to their progeny, the fact that the disease did 
not disclose itself in early life being explained by saying 
that the germs in young human beings or young cattle 
for some reason or other had their development re- 
strained, and did not multiply until the individual was 
approaching adult life. That was absolutely contra- 
dicted by experiments. Asa matter of fact, it had been 
found that tubercle bacilli developed and multiplied 
quicker in young cattle than in old cattle. Tubercu- 
losis was less frequent in calves than in old cattle, but 
that was because young stock were not exposed to the 
same risks, as older cattle were more closely housed along 
with animals already tuberculous. 

Lord NorTHBROOK said that he was in rather a 
peculiar position, for in 1910 he opposed Mr. Adeane’s 
proposal, as he had thought it unnecessary to spend 
their money demonstrating a fact already acknowledged 
by all persons who had given serious attention to the 
subject. Ve to that point he agreed with what had 
fallen from Mr. Middleton, but as the Chairman of the 
Committee that carried out the demonstration, he could 
not follow Mr. Middleton in his further expression that 
it would be better for the report not to be circulated. 
As to whether or not they would succeed, as Mr. Adeane 
and Mr. Mansell hoped, in convincing farmers that it 
would be possible to rear healthy stock from reacting 

rents—a fact they would not believe when it was put 
Soles them by experts—he could not express an opinion, 
but he did think the report had a great deal of valuable 
information in it that would be of great interest to the 
stockbreeders of the country. With regard to what had 
fallen from Mr. Adeane that some sort of epitome 
should be drawn up by the Veterinary Committee, he 
would say that that should have their consideration. 

The report on the Tuberculosis Experiments was then 
adopted.— Live Stock Journal. 





TENTH INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY 
CONGRESS, LONDON, Aue. 3—8, 1914. 


Ata meeting of the Executive Committee, held at 
the Royal College of been Surgeons, 10 Red Lion 
Square, London, w.c., on Monday, February 9th. 
Present : Sir John M‘Fadyean in the chair, Colonel J, 
Moore, Major A.G. Todd, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, 
Messrs. Alex. Crabb, H. A. MacCormack, T.S. Price, 
J. Willett, F. Bullock, and Sir S. Stockman (honorary 
secretary). 

Constitution. The CHAIRMAN reported the constitu- 
tion of the Committee as follows: Resolution of the 
Organising Committee, January 9th, 1914: 

“That the following be appointed an Executive Com- 
mittee, with power to add to their number :—Chairman, 
Honorary Secretary, Treasurer, Messrs. Banham, Bar- 
rett, Crabb, Hobday, Jackson, Col. Moore, Messrs. Mac- 
Cormack, Price, Willett, and Prof. Wooldridge.” 

The Hon. Secretary explained that each member of 
this Executive Committee would probably have to take 
up at least one particular matter in connection with the 
Congress which would require his constant attention, 
including a good deal of running about London. On 
this account most of the members of the Committee had 
been chosen from amongst those who lived in or near 
London. The Committee would have to be extended 
in order to avoid its members being over-burdened. 

A discussion took place regarding whether it would 
not be advisable to ask members resident at a distance 
from London to join the Committee, especially having 
regard to the fact that it was proposed to institute excur- 
sions after the Congress to Ireland, Scotland, and 
various parts of England. 

It was resolved :—That the Secretary be instructed 
to ask the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland to 
nominate representative veterinary surgeons to the 
number of eight to the General Organising Committee 
in addition to those who are already members, and four 
to the Executive Committee. 

Reporters. A list of reporters up-to-date was also 
considered, and it was resolved to ask Mr. Prentice of 
the Irish Department, to act as reporter on the subject 
of swine fever, or, if he found himself unable to do so 
through pressure of work to suggest a member of his 
staff. 

Invitations. It was resolved :— 

(a) That invitations be addressed to all Municipal 
Corporations and County Councils employing a whole 
time veterinary surgeon, inviting the appointment of a 
delegate to the Congress, the delegate’s fee being fixed 


at £1. 

(6) That the Colonial Office be requested to issue 
invitations to Veterinary Schools in British Dominions. 

(c) That invitations addressed by the Honorary 
Secretary to the Governors of British Veterinary 
Schools. 

(d) That all Breeding and Agricultural Societies who 
have been invited to subscribe, and who have subscribed 
to the funds of the Congress, be asked to appoint a dele- 
gate to the Congress. 

(e) That the Honorary Treasurer be instructed to 
invite subscriptions from the British Dairy Farmers’ 
Association, and from the Kennel Club. 

Exhibition. The questing of the allotting of space 
for the proposed exhibition of drugs, instruments, ete., 
was considered, but the matter was adjourned to the 
next meeting in order that plans of the space available 
might be obtained. 

Excursions. Prof. Wooldridge submitted estimates 
for excursions supplied by Messrs. Thomas Cook & Son, 
and, after discussion, it was resolved that the following 
excursions be arranged :— 
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a) Excursion to Windsor on Saturday afternoon, 
August 8th. Sa 5 

(6) Excursion to Pirbright on Sunday, August 9th, or 
Monday, August 10th. 

(c) Excursion to Cambridge and Newmarket on Monday 
and Tuesday, August 10th and 11th. 

(d) Excursion to Oxford and Stratford-on-Avon on 
Monday and Tuesday, August 10th and 11th. 

(e) Excursion to the Isle of Wight and the New Forest, 
Wednesday—Friday, August 12th—-14th. 

Excursion to Scotland and the Lakes, Monday to 
Saturday, August 10th—15th. ; 

(g) Excursion to Ireland, including Killarney, Monday 
to Saturday, August 10th—15th. — a : 
The question of arranging for parties to visit places in 

London was referred to the Ladies Committee. 

The consideration of other matters on the Agenda was 
referred until the next meeting. 








Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


The existence of foot-and-mouth disease was confirm- 
ed on Sunday, the 22nd, amongst cattle at Bradley 
Green, near Redditch, County Worcester. 


The existence of foot-and-mouth disease has been 
confirmed on Monday, 23rd inst., amongst cattle on two 
separate premises in the City of on. 

Precautions were taken to prevent the spread of the 
disease, and an Order has been issued prohibiting the 
movement of animals in the City of Liverpool and in a 
large area surrounding the city. 


In the House of Commons on the vote tor the salaries 
and expenses of the Irish Department of Agriculture, 
Mr. RussEtt said: “It was a remarkable fact that at 
no other landing place, except Birkenhead, was any 
disease of the kind discovered—(Nationalist cheers)— 
although these animals also came from the same quarters 
of Ireland. In the inquiry that would take place that fact 
must bulk largely. All the animals shipped from Ire- 
land were carefully examined. In ten days the inspectors 
had critically examined 37,000 animals in different 
parts of Ireland, but had not found a single one affected 
with disease of any kind, 


With regard to the Redditch outbreak, the cattle left | 


| Major G. K. Wa 


Hunting Memorial Fund. 
Subscriptions received up to 7 p.m., Feb. 25th, 1914 
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Amount previously acknowledged 229 
Irish Central Veterinary Association per 
E. C. Winter, F.R.c.v.s., Limerick 
Mr. F. W. Garnett, 3.p., Windermere 
G. Wartnaby (F), Burton-on-Trent 
— 1.C.V.D., Lahore, India 
Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland : 
Mr. W.C. Patrick (F) 
J. McKenny 
J.B. Dunlop 
Prof. J. F. Craig 
Mr. A. Watson 
W. H. Wilkinson 
Prof. J. J. O’Connor 
Mr. Wm. Jas. Anderton, Skipton 
C. Jones, Portal Inspection Office, Dublin 
Messrs. G. Elphick & Sons, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Prof. Wooldridge, R.V.C., London 
Royal Counties V.M.A.., 
per G. P. Male, Reading 
Capt. H. E. Gibbs, A.V.C., Abbassia, Cairo 
Mr. J. M. Tate, G.V.S, 
Union Depart. of Agric., S.A. 11 
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£254 16 
Henry Gray, Hon, Sec. & Treas. 
23 Upper Phillimore Place, London, W. 


Cheques endorsed “Hunting Memorial Fund” and 
crossed “The London, City and Midland Bank, Ltd. 


A “Side-issue ” in Surgery. 


“Tt is rather remarkable that though there have been 





| 


| many experimental researches on the subject of frac- 
| tures and their healing, almost all of these have had 
| relation to the origin and formation of callus ; and none, 
|as far as I know, have been carried out to test the 
| principles of the operative treatment. Experiments on 
animals cannot tell us much about non-operative treat- 
ment of fractures, because such treatment leads to so 
much deformity that in veterinary practice an animal 


freland on Jan. 30. They were kept at Birkenhead | with a bad fracture is not treated, but killed. But they 


for eight or nine days, and no case of disease was dis- 
covered until last Saturday. If the disease came from 
Dublin that would give an incubation period of 21 days 
—a period never heard of in the history of the disease.” 


Anthrax at Denton, Cheshire. 


can give us information about the operative fixation of 
bones, which is to be obtained from no other source, 
and as a side issue this study will provide, for any who 


| care to take it up, a perfectly efficient method of treat- 


ing the broken bones of animals, so as to save for 


| usefulness and breeding many a valuable horse or dog.” 


[In a lecture on “The Operative Treatment of Frac- 


On Friday last a case of anthrax at Henfold Farm,| tres,” by Mr. Ernest W. Hey Groves, M.s.LOND., 


Denton, was discovered by the sanitary inspector (Mr. 
Brocklehurst), who immediately reported the matter to 
Police-Sergeant Birrell, and to the Council’s veterinary 


surgeon, Mr. New, of Ashton-under-Lyne. The latter | 
made a microscopical examination of the blood speci- | 


men, and diagnosed the case to be one of anthrax. The 
county authorities’ veterinary surgeou took a portion of 
the spleen for microscopical purposes, and pronounced 
that the cow had died from anthrax. The Board of 


Agriculture have confirmed the opinion. The police | 


had the carcase destroyed by fire, and the premises and 
surroundings thoroughly disinfected. The most string. 
ent precautions have been taken. We understand that 
it 18 30 years since a case occurred in Denton pre- 


_ — 
| 


| F.R.C.S.ENG., Hunterian Professor of the College.”]— 


The Lancet. 





Queensland, Australia, takes the premier place in the 
Commonwealth for cattle, and its stations may be found 
from the southern border below Cunnamulla to Cape 

York, and from Bowen to Burketown, the herds now 
numbering about 35,000, comprising 5,210,891 head, the 
question of the future is important. The demand for 
fat stock is very active, and likely to advance, not only 
for the meat works of the State, but for the works in 
New South Wales, where they are slaughtered and 
frozen and shipped in direct liners to supply the Cana- 


viously. ‘The more serious aspect of the case is that a | — and American trade. Much of this export trade 


local butcher has contracted the disease, and has been 


temoved to the Manchester Infirmary.—7he North 


Cheshire Herald. 


night be kept within the State if a direct line of 


| steamers were running from Brisbane to Vancouver or 
| San Francisco, 








572 


THE VETERINARY RECORD February 28, 1914 





Personal. 


Mr. C. C. NESLING, M.R.C.V.S., Framlingham, is Secre- 
tary forthe Framlingham Live Stock Show (July 23). 


His Majesty the King held a Levée on Feb. 24th, at 
St. James’ Palace. The following presentations to the 
King were made, the names having been previously left 
at the Lord Chamberlain’s office, and submitted to His 
Majesty for approval 

* 





* * * 

Lieut. A. J. Curtis, Army Veterinary Corps (T.F.), 
by Maj. R. A. Newill. 

Mr. Frederick Hobday, F.r.c v.s., Hon. Vety. Surgeon 
to the King, by the Master of the Horse. 





The following Noblemen and Gentlemen attended 
the Levée 
* 7 * * 
Vet.-Maj. E. P. Barry. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘‘SUITABLE APPLICANTS ” FOR COLONIAL 
APPOINTMENTS. 





Sir, 

I have just been reading an extract in your number of 
December 27th, 1913, from The Friend (Bloemfontein) con- 
taining remarks said to have been uttered by Dr. Theiler 
at the African Club, Maritzburg, which I think cannot 
have been correctly reported, or, if they have been so, then 
I think they are rather unfortunate remarks and calculated 
to create a wrong impression. 

Asa former student under Dr. Theiler in Pretoria, I 
cannot seriously believe that ‘‘ he intends to look to young 
South Africans for assistance in research work in South 
Africa.’’ No doubt motor cars are partly responsible for a 
falling off in intending veterinary students, but whilst this 
undoubtedly deters them from thinking of private practice, 
it will certainly not act asa deterrent for Colonial veteri- 
nary research work. 

We hear on all sides that never was there such a demand 
for the Colonial veterinary man, and yet with men holding 
the diploma of the R.C.V.S. and the post-graduate diploma 
specially designed for such men, we are asked to believe 
that suitable men cannot be obtained. If it 1s°a’ fact we 
must look for the cause, and not accept wild statements. 
Either it is suggested that the expensive, protracted train- 
ing that qualified men have put themselves to is not up to 
the standard required when they offer themselves for 
colonial work, or there is some objection on the part of an 
otherwise suitable candidate to the conditions of service. 

The first suggestion is a very serious one and hardly 
likely to be true, casting, as it would, very serious asper- 
sion on the teaching at the veterinary schools which is not 
—— and reducing the post-graduate course to a 

farce. 

Dr. Theiler is intimately conversant with this teaching, 
and he would, I feel sure, be the last to question the 
thoroughness of the knowledge imparted by his colleagues 
at the schools, or to suggest that diplomas are granted to 
men unfitted to hold them. 

Veterinary research work is a special branch of the pro- 
fession, and it is not possible for any College or Post-Grad- 
uate Course to turn out the “finished bacterielogist” 1n this 
respect any more than it is possible to turn out the young 
graduated M.R.C.V.S. of 21 with the practical experience 
of a man twice that age. The qualified aspirant for colonial 
veterinary work, just as his private practice colleague, 
starts with a good ground work of knowledge, which is the 
framework his practical field experience will be built upon. 
This experience can only be obtained by practical work at 
the seat of disease and under conditions in which this 
disease exists in its natural haunts abroad. A man may be 





excellently equipped with the knowledge, but the conditions 
under which he will be called upon to suecessfully apply it 
in a rough country will often turn out to be very different 
to.the glowing picture conjured up in his mind on reading 
the terms of the appointment. There are many points that 
crop up to rob the ‘‘fine berth’’ of some of its glossiness 
when he reaches the seat of his labours, and he may often 
wish he had not jumped so quickly at the gilded bait before 
striking a better bargain with the authorities at home. 

In a good many Colonies where the Veterinary Depart- 
ment is firmly established on its own basis, with a practical 
veterinary surgeon at its head, the conditions leave very 
little to be desired; but, in other cases, where the veterin- 
ary department is only an “offshoot’’ of another depart- 
ment, its services are not suitably recognised or the remun- 
eration in proportion to the work expected of them. 

In one Colony where the veterinary is a branch of the 
medical department, the highest pensionable salary the 
veterinary surgeon can attain to is £540, and this only after 
12 years service; whereas his medical confréres attain to 
£720, after which the following promotions are open to 
them, viz., one at £1,020 to £1,200 and four at £800 to 
£1,000. The argument I have heard used in this case is 
that human life is more valuable than animal. Nobody 
wishes to contradict this, but we, as responsible for the 
animal kingdom, are called upon to undertake hardships 
and inconvenience “up country’’ that are not associated 
with the medical work. We have our own microscopical 
diagnosis and other scientific work to do in our own sphere 
similar to that of the medical, but carried on often under 
far less auspicious circumstances. 

A lot of “soft soap” is always dished out at dinners when 
a medical officer, in proposing the health of the veterinary 
profession, invariably comments in congratulatory terms on 
the immense strides that scientific veterinary research has 
made. He is quite right, but when the two departments 
are working side by side in a colony and both turning out 
good work, why is this invidious distinction made ? 

No, sir! do not let us hear any more sentimental “clap- 
trap’’ about not being able to get suitable men; there is 
very little lack of them, but, as reasonable men, they expect 
their professional services to be suitably remunerated, and 
are at present prepared to say ‘‘No, thank you.’’ It is 
about time the veterinary profession came into line and 
had our services properly recognised. The medical have 
always shown us the way in fighting for what they want 
and they get it, and it is up to us to get even; the sooner 
this is done the better. 

Some who have jumped at a “gilded pill’’ of £300 to 
£400 abroad have learnt to their cost that all is not gold 
that glitters; itis not for them to grumble, and they signed 
on with their eyes open (or should have done), but having 
jumped into the soup themselves there is no reason why 
they should not warn other impetuous individuals to pause 
and consider well first. 

Some of us are egotistical enough to consider that our 
services in our own department are as valuable to a colony 
as the medical. The Government as yet have not seen it 
in that light; we should be greatly obliged if they could be 
made to. As officials we are not able to openly agitate, but 
we pin our faith on those at home who “father’’ the 
appointments to help us. Why not have a Commission to 
enquire into this dearth of applicants for Colonial appoint- 
ments ? 

Assuming there is a dearth, so much the better for those 
who apparently are suitable at present, they are in a better 
position to dictate suitable terms. I think the time has 
arrived when the subject of adequate payment for colonial 
service should be gone into, and the veterinary depart- 
ments placed on their own footing in colonies where at 
present they are merely ‘‘ off-shoots.’’ 

When this is done I think the ‘‘ scarcity of suitable men’”’ 
bogey will have been exploded, and the conditions of some 
appointments will not have to be ‘‘veiled’’ to conceal the 
fact that the applicant is required to serve in a@ certain 
place that would ‘‘crab’’ the post at once if openly ad- 
mitted.— Yours very truly, 

** East or Suez,” 

January 23rd, 1914, 
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MAJOR JOHN DALRYMPLE EDGAR HOLMES, C.I.E., M.A., D.SC., M.R.C.V.S., 
Indian Civil Veterinary Department, Imperial Bacteriologist 


in charge of the Veterinary Laboratory at Muktesar. 
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